
Week 1: Day 2
Tuesday 22nd September 2026

OET Overview 



Objective
● What is the OET and who needs to take it?
● What does each sub-test look like?
● What do I need to do to get the grades I need?
● How can I take the test?
● OET Overview Quiz 
● Questions?



What is the OET? 

The OET is a global English language test for healthcare workers, to 
assess the proficiency of people wishing to work in an 
English-speaking setting. 

It focuses on healthcare setting communication and assesses the four 
language skills: Reading, Writing, Listening, and Speaking. 

Candidates will receive a separate grade for each skill. There is no 
overall grade for the OET. 

The test is recognised by healthcare boards and councils around the 
world and is required in order to work in the NHS. 

(OET Test Teachers Handbook - oet.com )



Sub-Test Trivia

Reading
1 hour

● Part A: 15 mins
● Part B & C: 45 mins
● Total questions: 42

Listening
Approx. 40 minutes

● Part A: 2 x Extracts, 12 Qs per 
extract

● Part B: 6 x Extracts, 1 Multiple 
choice question per extract

● Part C: 2 x Extracts, 6 multiple 
choice questions per extract

Writing
45 minutes
1x Profession Specific Brief

● 5 mins reading time
● 40 mins writing time

Note: No specific time for 
proofreading!

Speaking
20 minutes 

2x Profession Specific Roleplays
● 4 minutes warm up
● 3 mins preparation time
● 5 mins role play 



What do I need to get the grades?



What do I need to get the grades?



Possible Speaking Contexts Possible Writing Contexts

● Testing for both the Speaking and Writing sub-tests are profession specific. 

● The scores are calculated based on raw scores produced by specially trained 
OET assessors.

● You are required to write between 180-200 words for the writing sub-test. 
Candidates will write in a separate, lined, paper, answer booklet. 

● For listening and reading, candidates write directly onto the question booklet. 
Each questions is worth 1 mark. 



Grade B or above required for 
Reading, Listening and Speaking

Grade C+ or above required for 
Writing



How can I take the test?

Paper-based at a venue 

Computer-based at a venue

Computer-based via remote 
proctor (OET@Home)



OET Overview Quiz

https://www.wordwall.net/resource/119637864/oet-overview 

https://www.wordwall.net/resource/119637864/oet-overview


Any Questions?



Information taken from 
OET Teachers Handbook


